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here is no doubt that our city’s

paediatricians are among the nest and

most dedicated in the world. But few of
the facilities in which they work are designed and
built to the same world-class standards. is
imbalance between “so ware” and “hardware”
leaves Hong Kong lagging far behind other world
cities when it comes to providing the best
possible healing environments for children and
their families.

Most of our hospital wards for children and
other facilities were not designed with today’s
children in mind. Worse
still, paediatric wards and
the specialists who work
in them are spread out
over 13 public hospitals
across the city, making it di cult for
multidisciplinary medical teams to cooperate,
and this creates inconvenience for parents and
their seriously ill children who are forced to
shop around for specialists and treatment in
di erent hospitals.

is current fragmentation of specialised
services does not provide clinicians with the
critical mass of patients in one place to facilitate
the development of safe and e ective clinical
skills across the whole range of paediatric
subspecialties. In the long run, this will restrict
the future growth of paediatrics in Hong Kong.

Last year, one of the world's leading research
companies, Synovate, conducted a stakeholder
survey in Hong Kong on the proposed Children’s
Specialist Hospital. e survey included young
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patients and their parents, children’s charities,
senior academics, over 250 paediatricians and
other doctors in public and private practice, 117
nurses, allied health professionals and 1,200
parents in the general population with responsibility
for their children's health care needs.

Almost three quarters of paediatricians working
in the public sector who responded said they
would be willing — assuming the same terms and
conditions as they currently enjoy - to transfer to,
or work on secondment at, the proposed
children’s specialist hospital; a similar number of
all doctors and nurses
who responded believed
that such a hospital would
enhance the world-class
quality  of  medical
treatment and create a more child and family
friendly environment.

While these frontline medical sta expressed
concern that the proposed specialist hospital
would be inconvenient for parents and lack good
geographical coverage, 90% of parents interviewed
in the general population said that it would
improve the quality of existing healthcare for
children and adolescents. Only 9% said it would
be inconvenient, and 27% saw it as an obvious
place to go for specialist treatment and care.

Al the parents of seriously ill children who were
interviewed in the survey, and the teenage patients
themselves, saw that a concentration of patients and
medical expertise in one dedicated specialist
hospital would o er a one-stop service for best
treatment, allow patients and families to support

each other, facilitate medical professionals to share
experience and knowledge among themselves,
improve e ciency in resource allocation and o er
more choice. While recognising that having only
one specialist hospital would be inconvenient to
some, this group of parents considered that the
quality of services provided could outweigh the
inconvenience.

Some parents expressed their concern over
what they observed as the government cutting
back on existing services and worried that a
dedicated children’s specialist hospital could
further drain away resources, negatively
impacting the services they currently enjoy.

ere is one subject on which all stakeholders
agree - that government and society should focus
more attention on children’s health care issues.
Our shrinking child population makes this even
more important. We need to be sure that Hong
Kong's future workforce — today’s and tomorrow’s
children — grows into healthy adults, capable and
motivated to provide economic support for a
rapidly ageing society. A dedicated children’s
specialist hospital has a vital role to play in
ensuring this vision of the future.

Copies of CCF5 proposal and Synovates survey report
can be downloaded at www.hkchildren.org
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